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general, who are virtual viceroys. But in the life of the
state, the legal concept of the Crown is scarcely less significant
a reality than in Great Britain, and under it the widest
functions of government are exercised. These countries
assimilated also the British techniques of partisan politics,
including the facile opportunism of parties in adopting and
perpetuating the measures of opponents in response to the
resistless current of public opinion. They established with
significant variations the elements of British local govern-
ment. They carried over the civil liberties won in the two
preceding centuries of British history, although in some
respects these liberties have been perhaps less fully secure
than in England. British immigrants imported political
programmes and doctrines which shaped legislative enact-
ment. In Australia, from the fifties of the last century to
the First World War, the dynamic political creeds were those
of British Chartism, Irish Nationalism, and land reform on
the lines prescribed by John Stuart Mill and the early
Fabians. At different times each became significantly in-
fused within Australian political thought, contributed to
positive achievement, and was expressed in the aggressive
idiom of the southern continent, without losing the con-
vincing evidence of its origin. American ideas also had their
influence, especially in the nineties when the constitution of
the Commonwealth took form, and early Australian socialists
were much inspired by Henry George and Kdward Bellamy.
In Canada, besides the infiltration of British thinking, the
ferment of social thought in the neighbouring United States
had a profound effect, and increasingly the dominant Cana-
dian political philosophies, especially those tinged with
agrarianism, were North American, shaped by the spirit of
the continent. In two Dominions, traditional and potent
influences other than the ideologies and customs of the
English-speaking world are present; French culture and legal
concepts in Canada and Dutch in South Africa. But, while
the French and Dutch have contributed to the general stream,
Dominion democracy has primarily resulted from an ascend-
ancy of British liberal ideas in a social environment receptive
to them. It has been the flexible democracy of transplanted
Britons concerned with both conservation and progress.